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Prayers Born of Lack

RIPN NVIS - MYWN M 90
Before they call 1 will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. (Isa. 65:24)
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* * *
1 Divrei HaYamim 4:9-10

And Yavetz was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother called his name Yavetz,
saying: ‘“Because I bore him in pain.”> And Yavetz called out to the God of Israel: “If only
You would bless me, extend my border, let Your hand be with me, and keep me from harm,
so that I might not endure pain!” And God granted his request.

Temurah 16a

A Tanna taught: Othniel [the brother of Calev] is the same as Yavetz. He was called Othniel
because God answered him (98 Rw), and Yavetz because he counselled and fostered
Torah in Israel (pam yyw). And what was his [real] name? Yehudah the brother of Shimon.
And how do we know that G-d answered him? - Since it says: “And Yavetz called on the
G-d of Israel saying, ‘If only You would bless me, and enlarge my border, let Your hand
be with me, and keep me from evil, so that I might not endure pain!’”

If only You would bless me — with Torah.

And enlarge my border — with pupils.

Let Your hand be with me — that | not forget my studies.
And keep me from evil —that | may meet friends like myself.

So that | might not endure pain! — That the evil inclination not have power over me so as
to prevent me from studying.

[If You do this, so it is well, but if not, I shall go down in grief to the grave],

Immediately “G-d granted his request.”
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Mo’ed Katan 18b

Mishnah: The following documents may be written on Chol ha'Mo'ed (because a
delay might result in a loss): A bethrothal contract...

Shmuel said: “One may betroth a woman during the festival week, lest another [rival
suitor] beat him to her” ...

But could Samuel have said this? Surely Rav Yehudah, citing Samuel, said: [“Forty days
before the embryo is formed, heavenly voice calls forth: ‘The daughter of So-and-so is
[to be a wife] to So-and-so.” ‘Such and such a field is [to belong] to So-and-so.””
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No; what it means is, “Lest another [rival suitor] beat him to her” through prayer, as is
illustrated by what happened to Rabba, who overheard a certain fellow praying for
mercy, saying: ‘“May that girl be destined to be mine!” Rabba said to him: ‘Don’t pray for

mercy like that! If she is destined for you, you will not lose her, and if not, you have
challenged the ways of Providence.”

Later he overheard him praying that either he should die before her or she before him.
Rabba said to him: “Didn’t I tell you not to pray for mercy in this matter?”



